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TRUMP IMPEACHED 


ARTICLE 1 


ABUSE OF POWER 


PASSED 230-197 


ARTICLE 2 


OBSTRUCTION OF CONGRESS 


PASSED 229-198 


President Donald Trump attends a campaign rally in Battle Creek, Mich., on Wednesday, around the same time House members voted to impeach him. “It doesn’t really 
feel like we’re being impeached,” he told supporters. [EVAN VUCCI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


President charged with ‘high 
crimes and misdemeanors’ 


By John Fritze 
USA Today 


WASHINGTON - 
President Donald Trump 
became the third presi- 
dent in history to be 
impeached after the House 
on Wednesday charged 
him with “high crimes 
and misdemeanors” over 
his request to Ukraine to 
investigate political rivals. 

After a day of tense 
debate and fiery recrimi- 
nations, the House voted 
largely along partisan 
lines on two articles of 
impeachment, reshuf- 
fling American politics 
at time when voters are 
profoundly divided over 
the nation’s leadership 
and direction. 

The Democratic-led 


House first approved an 
article of impeachment 
accusing Trump of abus- 
ing his power by asking 
Ukrainian officials to 
announce investigations 
that would benefit his 
reelection. The vote was 
230 to 197; 216 votes were 
required. 

As the House voted, 
Trump rallied onstage in 
Michigan. 

Every Democrat voted 
for the first article except 
Reps. Jefferson Van Drew 
of New Jersey and Collin 
Peterson of Minnesota. 

Lawmakers then 
approved the second 
article, obstruction of 
Congress. The vote was 
229-198. 

Though the historic vote 
ended a hurried effort by 


Democrats to advance 
impeachment articles 
before the end of the year 
- House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosilaunched the inquiry 
into Trump’s actions less 
than three months ago - it 
will kick off an exception- 
ally rare trial in the Senate 
to determine whether the 
president will be removed 
from office. 

Republican leaders 
expect that trial to begin 
in mid-January. 

“Our founders’ vision of 
a republic is under threat 
from actions from the 
White House,” Pelosi told 
her colleagues on the House 
floor, prompting applause 
from Democrats and 
silence from Republicans. 


See TRUMP, A8 


Texans make their 
cases in House battle 


Doggett invokes 
‘tyranny’ of Trump, 
Williams calls out 
‘orchestrated plan’ 
to overturn election 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman 
Correspondent 


WASHINGTON — 
Speaking by turns with 
passion, disdain, even 
anger, Texas members 
of the U.S. House on 
Wednesday argued for 
and against the impeach- 
ment of President Donald 
Trump, divided predict- 
ably along party lines. 

For the seven Texas 
lawmakers who rep- 
resent Central Texas 
— six Republicans and 
one Democrat — the 


impeachment process was 
difficult and deeply divi- 
sive. Democrat Lloyd 
Doggett of Austin voted 
for the two articles of 
impeachment: abuse 
of power and obstruc- 
tion of Congress. The six 
GOP members — Chip 
Roy of Hays County, 
Roger Williams of Austin, 
Michael McCaul of Austin, 
Bill Flores of Bryan, John 
Carter of Round Rock and 
Michael Cloud of Victoria 
— voted against them. 
“Tyranny does not often 
appear full-born,” said 
Doggett, who was voting 
on impeachment of a 
president for the second 
time. “It encroaches, 
as freedom ebbs away. 


See TEXANS, A8 
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Key Affordable Care Act provision voided 


Appeals court 
sends case back 
to Fort Worth judge 


By Julie Chang 
jchang@statesman.com 


In a win for Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton, a fed- 
eral appeals court ruled 


Wednesday that a central 
piece of the Affordable Care 
Act is unconstitutional. 

A three-judge panel of 
the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New Orleans 
determined the law’s indi- 
vidual mandate, which 
had imposed a tax penalty 
on those who do not have 


health insurance, is invalid. 
Writing the majority opin- 
ion, Judge Jennifer Walker 
Elrod said the mandate 
forces people to buy health 
insurance, while not pro- 
ducing revenue. 
“Therefore, the most 
straightforward reading 
applies: the mandate is a 


command. Using that mean- 
ing, the individual mandate 
is unconstitutional,” Elrod 
said. 

Paxton has led the charge 
among more than a half 
dozen Republican-dominated 
states to eliminate the 
entire Affordable Care Act, 
often called Obamacare, 


because of the individual 
mandate. 

The panel on Wednesday 
stopped short of ruling the 
entire law unconstitutional, 
tossing that decision back 
to U.S. District Judge Reed 
O’Connor of Fort Worth. 


See PROVISION, A7 
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